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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-7, and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriguez Barros et al. (US 2003/0169160) in view of Chu (US Patent 6,520,690) 

With respect to claim 1, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle, 
comprising a mirror base E configured to mount to the vehicle; a mirror housing D connected to 
the mirror base; an image capturing unit (Paragraph 1); and a visible-light emitting unit 30 that 
emits visible light (Paragraph 3), wherein the visible-light emitting unit functions as any one of a 
side-turn lamp, a side marker lamp, or a turn lamp of a front combination lamp of the vehicle 
(Paragraph 8). However, Rodriguez Barros et al. fails to teach the arrangement of the image 
capturing unit relative to the image capturing unit or their location within the housing. Chu 
teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle comprising a mirror 5, a mirror housing 1, an image 
capturing unit 3 and a visible light emitting unit 3 1 wherein the visible-light emitting unit is 
arranged such that the visible light emitted does not directly enter into the image capturing unit 
(Figure 3) and the image capturing unit and the visible-light emitting unit mounted in the mirror 
housing (Figure 3). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the mirror of Rodriguez Barros et al. with the teachings of Chu because 
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the "bulb 31 is arranged beside the camera lens 3 to provide auxiliary illumination for more 
clearly showing the view of the dead corner on front side" (Chu; Column 2, Lines 45-48). 

With respect to claim 3, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
visible-light emitting unit includes a visible-light distribution controller 6 that controls the 
distribution of the visible light emitted within a predetermined range (Figure 44), wherein the 
visible-light distribution controller is configured as a reflector or a prism (Paragraph 1 1 8). 

With respect to claim 4, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror further 
comprising a lens 1 that transmits the visible light emitted. 

With respect to claim 5, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
visible-light emitting unit is provided as a unit part (Figure 44). 

With respect to claims 6 and 18, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror as 
described above, but fails to teach a mechanism configured to be tilted my manual or remote 
operation. Chu further teaches the image capturing unit 3 having a mechanism 2A configured to 
be tilted by manual operation or by remote operation (Column 2, Lines 53-60). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the mirror 
of Rodriguez Barros et al. further with the teachings of Chu because providing a tilting 
mechanism means "the camera lens 3 can be adjusted to a suitable shooting angle" (Chu; 
Column 2, Lines 49-52). 

With respect to claim 7, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror further 
comprising an infrared emitting unit 25-A that emits infrared radiation (Paragraph 100). 
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With respect to claim 9, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
visible-light emitting unit includes a visible-light distribution controller 6 that controls 
distribution of the visible light emitted within a predetermined range (Paragraph 118). 

With respect to claim 10, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
infrared emitting unit includes an infrared radiation distribution controller 7 that controls 
distribution of the infrared radiation emitted within a predetermined range (Figure 85); and the 
visible-light emitting unit includes a visible-light distribution controller 6 that controls 
distribution of the visible light emitted within a predetermined range (Paragraph 1 1 8). 

With respect to claim 11, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror further 
comprising a first lens 1 that transmits the visible light emitted. 

With respect to claim 12, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror further 
comprising a second lens 7 that transmits the infrared radiation emitted. 

With respect to claim 13, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
infrared emitting unit is provided as a unit part (Figure 33). 

With respect to claim 14, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
infrared emitting unit includes an infrared source (Paragraph 1 00), the infrared source includes at 
least one infrared light-emitting-diode that emits the infrared radiation (Paragraph 232), the 
visible-light emitting unit includes a visible-light source (Paragraph 100), and the visible-light 
source includes at least one visible light-emitting-diode that emits the visible light (Paragraph 
232). 

With respect to claim 15, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
infrared light-emitting-diode is mounted on another surface of the substrate (Figure 33). 
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With respect to claim 16, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein both 
the infrared light-emitting diode and the visible light-emitting diode are surface mounted (Figure 
33). 

With respect to claim 17, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches the outside mirror wherein the 
substrate is a flexible substrate (Paragraph 232). , 

With respect to claim 19, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle, 
comprising a mirror base E configured to mount to the vehicle; a mirror housing D connected to 
the mirror base; an image capturing unit (Paragraph 1); and a visible-light emitting unit 30 that 
emits visible light (Paragraph 3), wherein the visible light emitting unit functions as any one of a 
side-turn lamp, a side marker lamp, or a turn lamp of a front combination lamp of the vehicle 
(Paragraph 8). However, Rodriguez Barros et al. fails to teach the arrangement of the image 
capturing unit relative to the image capturing unit or their location within the housing. Chu 
teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle comprising a mirror 5, a mirror housing 1, an image 
capturing unit 3 and a visible light emitting unit 3 1 wherein the image capturing unit captures an 
image of an area illuminated by the visible-light emitted or near the area (Column 2, Lines 43- 
48), the visible-light emitting unit is arranged such that the visible light emitted does not directly 
enter into the image capturing unit (Figure 3) and the image capturing unit and the visible-light 
emitting unit mounted in the mirror housing (Figure 3). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the mirror of Rodriguez Barros et 
al. with the teachings of Chu because the "bulb 3 1 is arranged beside the camera lens 3 to 
provide auxiliary illumination for more clearly showing the view of the dead corner on front 
side" (Chu; Column 2, Lines 45-48). 
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With respect to claim 20, Rodriguez Barros et al. teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle, 
comprising a mirror base E configured to mount to the vehicle; a mirror housing D connected to 
the mirror base; an image capturing unit (Paragraph 1); and a visible-light emitting unit 30 that 
emits visible light (Paragraph 3), wherein the visible light emitting unit functions as any one of a 
side-turn lamp, a side marker lamp, or a turn lamp of a front combination lamp of the vehicle 
(Paragraph 8). However, Rodriguez Barros et al. fails to teach the arrangement of the image 
capturing unit relative to the image capturing unit or their location within the housing. Chu 
teaches an outside mirror for a vehicle comprising a mirror 5, a mirror housing 1, an image 
capturing unit 3 and a visible light emitting unit 3 1 wherein the visible-light emitting unit 
illuminates an area where the image capturing unit captures an image or near the area (Column 2, 
Lines 43-48), the image capturing unit and the visible-light emitting unit mounted in the mirror 
housing (Figure 3), and the visible-light emitting unit is arranged such that the visible light 
emitted does not directly enter into the image capturing unit (Figure 3). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the mirror of 
Rodriguez Barros et al. with the teachings of Chu because the "bulb 3 1 is arranged beside the 
camera lens 3 to provide auxiliary illumination for more clearly showing the view of the dead 
corner on front side" (Chu; Column 2, Lines 45-48). 

A llowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 6 and 15-18 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Rodriguez Barros et al. in view of Chu. Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) are described above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,417 
Art Unit: 2875 



Page 7 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Alpert et al. (US Patent 6,397,137), Dobler et al. (US Patent 6,038,496), and Hitomi 
(US 2003/0103142) teach outside mirrors with light sources and image capturing devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Makiya whose telephone number is (571) 272-2273. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm (ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



DJM 12/14/2006 



JOHN ANTHONY WARD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




